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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 10th of May 2016 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Justo Perez  (JP) : Hilton PC 

Cathy Border  (CB) : Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : HCV Grouop 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
. 
Apologies had been received from:  Andy Street, Noel Baker, Andy Bush, Bob Hare, Peter Smith, Keith 
Sisman 

 
2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 8th  March 2016 
. 
Corrections to the minutes:   
 
Item 44 in Watching Items:  
 
Comment attributed to CS re:  the car transporter issue was made by JC.    
 
Reports from Members:  
 
Similarly the comment relating to the ‘mad mile’ precept was by JC and not CS.  
 
Action: OM to correct the minutes. 
 
JP proposed that the minutes be accepted.  Jean seconded. All were in favour. 
 
 
 



 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes 

 

Foreign Drivers:  
OM said that he had done some investigation to find out if statistics were kept relating to the nationality of 
drivers involved in accidents.  He said that he had been unable to find any and there was a question on the 
DfT site on this very subject. No reason was given as to why this information was not captured. 
 
JP said that insurers might have some statistics.  
JC suggested that BRAKE might be another source of information. 
Action: OM to make further enquiries. 
 
St. Ivo School: 
OM reported that he had tried on several occasions to contact the school to see if they still had concerns 
over road safety. Unfortunately he had not received any response. 

 
4. Correspondence 

 
Bob Hare:  Resignation (email) 
 
I thank you for allowing me to attend Your Committee Meetings.  Peter covers the area that I would have 
looked over and I consider I cannot add to the operation of the Committee.  I therefore resign from the St 
Ives and District Road Safety Committee and trust you will continue to make our roads safe. 
Regards 
Bob 
 
 Peter Smith: Resignation (email) 
 
I am unable to attend this month so please give my apologies.  
I did not seek re-election so I won't be representing St Ives council in future, they will probably nominate 
someone for your July meeting. 
Best wishes to the committee for success in future. 
Regards 
Peter 

 
OM said that it was unfortunate Bob Hare had resigned because he felt that Peter Smith performed the 
same role,thent Peter Smith also resigned because he did not stand for re-election. Hopefully the St.Ives 
TC will appoint someone else. 
 
Action: ML to check with St. Ives TC if they have appointed someone. 
 
ML said that AS had not attended for several meetings and she had concerns that this might become 
permanent. AS had re-assured her that pressure of work was the sole cause for his absences and he 
would try very hard to attend the next meeting.  

 

5. Review of Active Items 
 
Item 38 Thorndown School Crossing 

Issue  

Meeting 

Comment 

This has become a problem due to the expansion of the school and the fact that more pupils 

now have to cross Hill Rise. St. Ives Town Council  have succeeded in a bid to improve the 

crossing on Hill Rise. The work was delayed until after school refurbishment which was 

completed at Easter. 

Meeting 

Comment 

Peter Smith was the keeping an eye on this issue on behalf of the RSC.  



 
 

6.  Review of Watching Items  
 

Item 4:  ML said that there may have been a multiple car accident here last week and asked if anyone else 
had any information. No-one had. 
 
Item 14:  CS said there was a major development here. There are now cones being placed there with 
notices on them saying ‘no parking, not even for Blue Badge holders’.  Also the turning circle is now a lot 
better than it ever was.   
 
Item 32: CS is going to write to Head of Highways on this issue.  He cited what has been done at 

Newmarket Road in Cambridge and at Godmanchester where the buses stop before or after the section 
that protrudes into the road. He will also ask if there is any money left. 
 
Item 44: The meeting agreed that this item can now be removed from the list.  

 
7. Speeding Reports 

 
ML: DM had sent some speeding statistics. Someone was clocked doing 87mph in Colne Road between 
Earith and Somersham .  The statistics are bad and Speedwatch does not operate round here so there is 
little deterrent. 
 
OM said he had seen a statistic to the effect that 77 speeding offences had been detected in Earith last 
year. However, all previous traffic monitoring had shown that at least 10% of vehicles passing through 
Earith are speeding which means that at least 300,000 speeding offences are taking place annually based 
on a typical daily traffic flow of about 9000 vehicles. So the detection rate is around 0.025%. There seems 
to be no real monitoring taking place and the situation is getting worse.  
 
CS suggested that the RSC should email AS about using the special constable to do some speed checks. 
BB said that the camera van was in Earith for about 40 minutes recently. 
 
Action: OM to ask AS where the camera van has been and when. 
 
There was some discussion on all the traffic flow monitoring taking place at present. BB noted that CCC 
traffic surveys are only 7am to 7pm. 

 

8. RTA Fatalities in Cambridgeshire 2016 
 

OM handed out a spreadsheet showing RTA fatalities in Cambridgeshire since 2005.  The worrying thing is 
that fatalities this year to the end of April had reached 19 and if this rate continues it will be the worst year 
for almost 10 years. These statistics were gleaned from newspaper reports as it is hard to get current 
figures on RTA casualties. The DfT publishes quarterly and annual statistics. However, the quarterly 
figures are often incomplete and the annual summary only appears 6 months after the end of the year.  
The RSC would sometimes get figures from Amanda Mays at CCC but she no longer works for the council.  
 
ML suggested that we speak to the newly elected Cambridgeshire Police Commissioner, Jason Ablewhite, 
about this.  

 

9. Mick George Initiative Update 
 
There is some confusion because there are 2 separate covenant schemes in place. One is sponsored by 
the County Council and the other by Roadwatch. 
 



BB said that this had been discussed at the HCV group. The County Council scheme is virtually 
unworkable because every village needs an agreement with every HGV company.  
 
JP said that Joe Gossage and Mick George were invited to the Hilton PC meeting. They spoke about the 
20mph issue. Cllr Ian Bates was there as well. He said that he is keen to pursue the voluntary angle first. 
They have an A14 working group which is trying to mitigate the effects of the A14 development. We will 
use this group to try and pursue other hauliers and shame them into going along with their voluntary 20mph 
limit. It’s in MG’s economic interests to do this. They only got the CCC work because they ticked all the 
compliance boxes.  However, there was some worry about the 20mph MG sign and that it might devalue 
the attempt to get an ‘official’  20mph limit from CCC.  

 
ML said that Hanson have also taken the MG proposals on board. So MG has done a good job in bringing 
this issue forward. 
BB thought that the advantage of what MG is doing is that the technology enforces the Covenant.  But if 
other hauliers don’t have the technology they can’t  effectively monitor the drivers. 

 
 
10. HCV Report 
 
 BB said that the HCV group are still pursuing CCC over the TRO issue but CCC claim they have no  
money.  Cllr Steve Criswell said there may be an alternative way of funding it. 

 
11. Reports from members 

 
Andy Street, Cambs Police: (by email)  

The only update I have is around speeding. I attended a Police / Community Forum meeting on 26/4/16 at 
Ramsey Fortyfoot and the main topic of conversation was speeding. As a result I made a commitment that 
we will do a minimum of two hours per week of speed enforcement  in the Ramsey sector. I intend to do 
this over the summer and report back to them at the next Ramsey Forum which will be in September. I did 
a session last Tuesday in Fortyfoot and Wood Lane, Ramsey. Fortyfoot was very quiet but I got a few in 
Wood Lane. 

PC Sarah Hickey will be doing a session tomorrow evening. 

I’m looking to do a Forum in St. Ives sector sometime in the next month but haven’t found a hall yet. If 
anyone on the committee can think of a suitable location can they let me know. 

CS said that he would pass on some suggestions to AS about suitable venues. 

JN, Earith:  

The Chapel Lane traffic safety scheme may be about to be completed. It’s been imminent for about 3 
years.  

CS, Fenstanton:  

Some potholes were filled in on Hill Rise. CS asked someone to take a look at them and the verdict was 
that the job was so bad it wasn’t worth doing. We should write to Highways and suggest that the 
contractors should not be paid.  OM could send an email to all members asking if they have similar 
problems. CS said that more money has been made available by the government to fix potholes.  (JC 
added that the problem isn’t just with potholes. The road surface has been degraded in many places).  

 



JC, co-opted member:  

There are 3  issues. Firstly, the RSC had previously interceded on behalf of school children and had been 
instrumental in getting them a school bus. Unfortunately young people lose their bus passes when they 
reach 16 even though there are still free places on the bus. This is ridiculous situation. Perhaps the RSC 
should write to the Town Council on their behalf. (ML thought that parents and not the RSC should be 
lobbying about this).  

Secondly, had OM asked the St. Ives TC for a donation towards RSC expenses? (OM confirmed that he 
hadn’t). JC said that the RSC should do this because it does cost money to run the committee mainly for 
the Secretarial expenses. 

Action: OM to write to St. Ives TC and Hemingford Grey PC on this subject. 

Finally we need an account statement at the AGM in September. It is a long time since we had one. 

ML, Bluntisham:   Had been shown an effective  traffic sign by Wendy Oldfield which is used in other 
counties and shows a mobile phone with a line through it. She had passed it on to the police. The response 
was not encouraging.  AS said they already have their own signs.  

12. Items for Further Consideration 
 
None. 
 

13. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday July 12th 

Tuesday September 13th 

Tuesday November 8th 


